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The WGA and WSWC have led the
way in promoting coordinated
drought preparedness, with an em-
phasis on sharing data and improv-
ing drought forecasts.

The WGA was instrumental in es-

tablishing the NATToNAL INTEaRAT-

no Dnoucttr INFoRMATIoN SYSTEM

(NIDIS), which Congress enacted
in 2006 to develop an interagency,
multi-partner approach to drought
monitoring forecasting, and early
warning led by the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). The WGA and WSWC
have been integral partners in help-
rg implement NIDIS., including
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The WGA is an independent, nonprofit organization representing the gover-
nors of L9 states and three US-Flag Pacific islands. Through the WGA, the
Western Governors identify and address key policy and governance issues

that include natural resources/ the environment, human services, economic
development, intergovernmental relations, and intemational relations.

The Western Governors have long recognized the importance of water in the
West and have led with several projects and policies on water-related matters,
including:

o DroughtPreparedness

o The Energy-Water Nexus

o Indian Water Rights Settlements

o Water Infrastructure Strategies

o Water Right Transfers

TYte Western States Woter Ctouneil (WSVWC)

The WSWC serves as a resource and advisor on water policy issues for the
govemors of 18 western states. It fosters cooperation between its member
states on water issues, and provides a forum for them to express their collec-
tive voice before Congress and the Administration. The WSWC is also formal-
ly affiliated with the WGA, and both organizations work closely to develop
and implement policies regarding water resource management in the West.

The governors are ex-oficio WSWC members and appoint members to repre-
sent their individual states. Members serve at the pleasure of their respective

governors and include state nat-
ural resource department direc-
tors, water resource agenry di-
rectors, state engineers, state wa-
ter quality managers, assistant
attorneys general, private prac-
tice attorneys, and other westem
water experts.

Most WSWC members are key
policymakers with access to their
qrovefnOl-
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: The WGA and NOAA also provide

;the two organizations aimed at im--proving 
the development and de-

:livery of drought and climate ser-
, viceo,fo wegt€m stakeholders. The
:intent is to help avoid or mitigate
drought Iosses.
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' a Qunrterly Climate lmpacts and 
)

.Drought Outlook on drought condi- |
,tions in the West. The Outlook isl
part of a 207L agreement between I
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The WGA and WSWC carry out a variety of efforts to support the western
states' water management efforts. Notable examples include:

o Srerx Warun Rrcruts: Numerous past and present WGA and WSWC
efforts are designed to preserve the primary authority of the states to al-
locate and manage their waters, and protect private property rights.

o WarrR TnarusrrRs: In December 2012, the WGA and WSWC released a

report on voluntary, intrastate water rights transfers in the West that
identifies tools that states and others can use to avoid or mitigate the im-
pacts of transfers on agricultural economies and rural communities.

o llroraN Watrn Rrcnrs: For over 30 years, the WGA, the WSWC, and the
Native American Rights Fund (NARF) have worked together as part of
an Ad Hoc Group on Indian Water Rights to educate Congress and the
Administration about the need to settle Indian reserved water rights
claims through negotiation. The WSWC and NARF also hold a biennial
symposium on settlements, and the WSWC maintains a surunary table of
Congressionally-authorized settlements on its website.*

WarrR Rrusr: In fune 2012, the WSWC published a report intheWest-
Northwest lournal of Enaironmental Latt and Policy describing the water
reuse programs in 17 western states.*

Wertn-Rntereo Der,4,: The WGA and WSWC have long worked with
Congress and the Administration to secure adequate federal funding for
programs that support state water management, such as USGS' stream-
gagng system, NRCS'Snow Survey program, NASA's Landsat satellites,
and various NOAA programs.

IvrnasrRucrunr Srnarrcrrs; The WGA and WSWC sponsor a bienni-
al symposium on strategies to meet our present and future infrastructure
needs. Further, they promote the expenditure of Reclamation Fund re-
ceipts for their authorized purposes, as well as EPA's State Revolving
Funds and other federal water development and protection Programs.

Svwtposu eNo Wonxsaops; The WGA and WSWC sponsor a variety
of symposia and workshops to bring together stakeholders from around
the West to discuss water challenges. In 2013, the WGA and/or WSWC
held meetings on improving drought prediction, quantifying drought
impacts, Indian water rights settlements, and the energy-water nexus.*

MOIING T'ORvyAItI)

Demands on the Wes/s limited water resources are growing and are compli-
cated by population growth, extreme weather, and increasingly complex fed-
eral laws and regulations. These issues magnify the importance of regional
cooperation to address conunon problems.
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The WaDE project is a cooperative

effort between the Western States

Water Council (WSWC), the West-

ern Governors' Association (WGA),

and the Department of Energy

(DOE) National Laboratories. Ini-

ffi tial work on water availability con-

ffil ducted bv the National Labs in

ffi rou unizorrhighlighted the lack

$ of and difficulty accessing data nec-

essary for comprehensive, regional

analyses. In2072the WSWC began

the Water Data Exchange (WaDE)

project as a means to address this

gap and access state data.

'1, The focus of WaDE is to enable the

li.: states to share important water da-

! ta (water availability estimates, wa-

ter use by sector, and water alloca-

, tion data) with each other, federal
: . :.r rt!,

;agencies and the public usinga
cornmon format.

I{aDE allows for easy, cost-

effective access to state water plan-

ning data to facilitate studies and

assessments in a timely manner. lt
positions the states ahead of

regional and national

Western Governors' Association
1600 Broadway, Suite 1700

Denver, CO 80202
303-623-9378

www.westgov.org

Western States Water Council
5296 South Commerce Drive, Suite 202

Murray, UT 84107
801-685-2555

www.westernstateswater.org


